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Prologue 


Putting a hearty endeavour to protect and promote our rich cultural heritage is a prime 
duty of a civilized citizen. Having impetus form this responsibility we the members of our Kalyani 
Peoples’ Awareness Centre have launched a pilot research project on this very urgent problem. 

The Department of Culture, Government of India, was kind enough to extend her helping 
hand to provide us with financial assistance. 

The Director of Culture, Ministry of Information and Cultural Affaires, Government of 
West Bengal, also took a good stand by forwarding our proposal to the Department of Culture, 
Government of India, with his favourable comments. 

In this connection, I would like to convey my sincere thanks to the authorities of the 
aforesaid Government departments for their feeling urgency to our proposal. 

The two Honorary Principal Investigators, Dr. Samirranjan Adhikari, Lecturer in 
Psychology, Shimurali Sachinandan College of Education, Shimurali, Nadia, West Bengal, and Dr. 
Kumaresh Chatterjee, Reader in Commerce, Haringhata College, Haringhata, Nadia, West Bengal, 
left no stone unturned to fulfil the mission of the project. 

All members of our organization shouldered adequate responsibilities in appropriate umes 
and spaces. They also deserve my thanks. 

I am also thankful to all participants of this research project. They are in acute plight. If 
any thing could be done to rescue them from their predicament, we along with the whole country 


will be happy and then only best thanks would be offered to them. 
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Introduction and Theoretical Support 1 


Introduction: 


Ц is acceptable by very cultural and traditional heritage is the wealth of every 
country. An inhabitant of a country usually identifies himself as a bonafide member of it by 
his adherence to its cultural and traditional heritage. We, the people of Indian, are also proud 
of our great traditional heritage. 

Culture is an omnibus term designating both the distinctively human forms of 
adaptation and the distinctive ways in which different human population organize their lives 
on the earth. By going through the history of human civilization one can find that human 
beings adopted a common set of goals, many of which they share with other animals, but as 
having the unique capacity to achieve them through acquired behavioural characteristics that 
can vary widely from one population to another. At this level of discourse, culture is often 


defined against the background of the physical and biological environment to which a human 
population must adapt in order to survive. 


Culture is usually applied — 


a) to the intellectual side of civilization, or 
b) with emphasis upon the intellectual aspect of material achievement, or 
с) to Ше degree of intellectual advancement of an individual, 


d) more specifically and technically to the sum total of the arts, science, social 
customs, and educational aims of a group of people regarded as a whole. 

Culture patterns are constituted by the relative prominence given to different elements 
in the whole, and the relative degree of advance shown along different lines, with particular 
emphasis on the educational side. 

Culture may be used as an adjective — 

i) of conflict or rivalry between neighbouring cultures, or 

ii) of change or development in various aspects of the culture pattern., or 


iii) of set or attitude, ог 


iv) of individual characteristics, or traits. or elements in a culture. 

According to Herskovits (1966), the renowned anthropologist, culture is the man 
made part of the environment. Therefore, some thing, which is not natural may be termed as 
culture, 

An famous anthropologist, Keesing (1960) has said that culture is all those 
historically created designs for living, explicit and implicit, rational, irrational and non- 
rational which exists at any time as potential guides for the behaviour of man. 

These designs are the traditional habits. These designs encompass all of the following 
items and even more — 

a) The food-habits, 

b) Clothing and dressing style, 


с) Educational practices, 

d) Materials to use, 

е) Process of production and its diversity, 

f) Leisure time activities and hobbies, 

р) Social customs and mutual relationships (like love and affection, familial and 


social dependency as well as conflicts), 


h) Products of thinking and imagination (like language and sign language, arts 


and literature), 


i) Religious beliefs and rituals, 

j) Political activities, 

k) Administrative organizations, 
Ше ‘Housing techniques and facilities, 


m) Village or town planning, 
n) Festivals, etc 

We can divide the ingredients of culture under two broad categories – 
A. Concrete or Material Culture: 


Followings items fall under this category - 


а) Foods, its ingredients, Из procurement techniques, mechanisms of its 
production and processing, pots and utensils, etc., 


b) Clothing and dressing styles, 


с) Housing, household furniture, gadgets, 
d) Roads and vehicles, 
е) Medical facilities and related technologies, etc. 


These items are visible, we can touch these and so these are concrete. 
В. Abstract Ог Non-Material Culture: 
Followings items fall under this category — 
a) Production of rational thinking, which is manifested by knowledge. 


science, education etc. 


b) Irrational or non-rational belief, which is manifested through religion 
and rituals. 
c) Aesthetics — production of thinking and imagination, which: is 


manifested through literature, fine arts, dances, songs and other 


activities. 


Culture 


Non-material Culture 


Material Culture | 


Values 4] Technology | 


Norms, Folk Ways, Mores and Laws 


ui 


Material ог concrete and non-material ' ог abstract aspects of culture аге 
interdependent and one can put influence on other; one aspect can change the other aspect of 
culture. So, these are not independent aspects of culture. 

In different times, several great sons of India disseminated our cultural and traditional 
heritage to the whole world. Consequently, our ancient thinking and tradition have charm 
peoples of the whole world. Our philosophy can teach the whole world to be an actual 
member of the humankind. These are mainly non-material or abstract aspects of culture. 

But now a days, after the globalization and modern industrialization, and in the age of 
information technology, giving up our rich cultural heritage people of our country is also 
going to embrace the western culture only in material outlook — in clothes, in foods, in 
luxuries, in gesture and posture, and so on and even in thinking. These are non-material or 
abstract aspects of culture mainly. 

Now, modern revolution in information technology has been fusing the specific 
culture of a community to mould it to a culture of the global village. Standing on this point, 
we have to think to protect and promote our culture to survive, 

We must preserve and protect our rich cultural and traditional heritage; otherwise, we 
will finally loose our identity. So, we set out for formulating a Strategy to promote, preserve 
and protect our culture. Before launching the actual study on a broad perspective, in this 
"Pilot Study" only a specific type of tribal culture of district Nadia (West Bengal) has been 
considered. Again, we, in the present study, will confine ourselves to the tribal culture. 
mainly, with special emphasis on the concrete or material aspects of their culture. This is 


solely due to the scarcity of fund available until now, 


Perspective of the Pilot Study: 

lt is very appropriate to describe India as a "melting cauldron" of races and tribes. 
Solely due to the large enormity, vast magnitude and high complexity of the problem it is 
really a very difficult task for the historian and anthropologist to arrange the Indian people 
and their culture of in a chronological sequence of their appearance in this sub-continent 


India has the largest concentration of tribal population on the world. The tribes, who are 


believed to be the earliest settlers in Indian peninsula, are the autochthonous people of the 
land. Tribes are popularly called “Adivasis” (the original inhabitants), The ancient and 
medieval sources of information including the Vedic and Epic literature mention the 
existence of various tribes like the “Bharatas”, the “Bhils”, the “Kollas”, the “Kiratas”, the 
“Kinnaras”, the “Kirias”, the “Matsyas”, the “Nisadas” and the “Banars”. Actually, prior to 
the introduction of the caste system during the “Brahminic Age”, people were divided into 
various tribes. A tribe was homogeneous and self-contented unit without any hierarchical 
discrimination, There was decentralization of authority among the tribes. The traditional 
tribal institutions were vested with legislative judicial and executive powers. 

From a historical perspective, poverty and deprivation are pervasive phenomena in 
India. It has been with us for centuries. The socio-economic roots of poverty and deprivation 
can be attributed to the man made inequalities and caste system. The Hindu caste system has 
four “Varnas”. Hierarchically, these are — 

a) Brahmin b) Кваша, с) Vaisya d) Sudra 

The “Sudras” have been remaining at the bottom of the Hindu societal hierarchy until 
today. To survive, they have been facing the scarcity of opportunities and very limited 
economic alternatives, Having no other means, they force to serve the people of higher caste 
mainly for their survival and livelihood. Even today, caste is an important factor in defining 
the social status of a person, Bhatt (1975) has found that the caste hierarchy is closely related 
to class hierarchy. 

A little recorded information exists about the poverty in the Hindu and Mughal 
periods. However, more facts are available about the poor and their social life in the British 
Raj (Noroji, 1962). Dwivedi (1974) has estimated that about 89.20% of the total rural 
population lived below the poverty line in 1941, In the British period, India was under 
colonial rule and was not a welfare state, so the extent of poverty as well as level of 
deprivation was very high then. 

Even after 58 years of independence, we have wide disparities and therefore, 


independence has not yet yielded the expected improvement to the plight of the poor. Even 


today, out of two persons, one is poor (Mehta, 1983). Income, wealth and land distribution in 
India is highly skewed. Thus, there are distinct two worlds — 
a) The world of the haves: 

The residents of this world are characterised by prosperity, affluence. 
better economic opportunities, stimulating physical and social environments. 
socio-political power, and prospects for all-round human development. 

b) The world of the have-nots: 

The unfortunate people of this world have deeply sunk under the sea of 

want, misery, unemployment and under employment, deleterious physical and 
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social environment, powerlessness and political apathy. 


Culture of Poverty: 

Tribal people are the so-called "Sudras". Therefore, until now, tribal culture is the 
culture of poverty in India. The concept of culture of poverty has figured extensively in 
social and behavioural sciences (Lewis, 1959, 1961; Billings, 1974; Waxman, 1977; Pandey, 
1979), Based on his observational studies on the poor of Mexico, Puerto Rico, and New 
York, Oscar Lewis, an American anthropologist, used this term for the first time. The basic 
idea is that there are some economic circumstances, which cause the culture of poverty 
However, these are not sufficient per se to cause it because other factors, such as caste, 
religion, and tradition provide cultural basis of life that integrate the poor and deprived 
people into the larger society and give a sense of identity. 

According to Lewis (1966), the culture of poverty is both, an adaptation to and а 
reaction of the poor against their marginal position in a class-stratified, highly individualized, 
capitalistic society. It represents an effort to cope with feeling of hopelessness and despair, 
which is developed from the realization of the improbability of achieving success in terms of 
the values and goals of the larger society. Once it comes into existence, it tends to perpetuate 
itself from generation to generation because of its effect on the children. The disintegration 


of the individuals from the larger society is crucial for development of culture of poverty. 


لک لگ О С ОС КА Да таи и ЕКА СЕК‏ 7پ 


To study the culture of the tribes we have to study their economic life at first. How do 
people perceive and respond to the conditions of poverty? What is the relationship between 
economic indicators or perceived aspects of poverty? How does poverty affect responses to 
economic problems? In what way, poverty coping relationship is moderated by 
environmental factors. These are the major questions to be solved first to launch a deep study 
to explore the socio-cultural position of the tribal people. It would also be helpful to 
formulate a strategy for preservation and promotion of the culture of the tribes, our rich 


heritage. 


Concept of Poverty and Deprivation: 

We now quickly become acquainted with the concepts of culture of poverty in four 
major disciplines — economics, sociology, political science and psychology. 

а) Economists’ Views — 

Economists were pioneers in poverty research. They have 
distinguished between absolute and relative poverties. 

(i) Absolute poverty is conceptualised in terms of calorie intake 

require for an average person. 

(ii) Relative poverty is concerned with economic inequality of 

income, land possession, and property in a nation or a region. 
(iii) ^ Sociologists’ Views — 

The radical and traditional perspectives in sociology differ in their 
conceptions of social stratification. The class, which is a crucial concept in 
stratification theory, is viewed to be continuous as well as discrete and 
objective as well as subjective by different sociologists. Relative deprivation 
has been used to explain how people of one class feel deprived in relation to 


others and how they protest against their conditions. 
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(iv) 


(v) 


Political Scientists" Views — 

The concept of poverty is politically loaded. Several political 
processes lie in policy planning about amelioration of poverty. A membership 
of a specific group also influences one's reaction to the problem of poverty. 
Psychologists Views — 

Psychologists’ concept of poverty is heavily influenced by economists 
viewpoint. In general, they have used economic indicators without critical 
inquiry. It has been pointed out that the economic criteria for poverty are not 
sufficient for the social psychological understanding of poverty. A plea is 


made for supplementing psychological measurement to economic criteria. 


The brief review of the concept of the culture of poverty and deprivation in various 


disciplines suggests that it is a complex phenomenon. The definition of poverty and 


deprivation in any discipline is not exhaustive in itself. There seems to remain two reasons 


behind this fact. 

а) Firstly, any discipline discloses only a fragment of reality. 

b) Secondly, poverty is predominantly relative in nature. 

Thus, it is difficult to conceptualize poverty in static, absolute, and context free terms. 

a) Economic approach emphasises poverty line for enumeration, classification, 
and intervention processes, 

b) Sociologists examine the nature of stratification and its effects on social 
inequality. 

с) Political processes and dynamics of the interest groups in policy making for 
poverty as well as deprivation alleviation programme are subject matters of 
political science. 

d) Psychologists focus on experiential dimensions of poverty and deprivation. 


Ecology vis-à-vis Deprivation and Poverty: 


Ecology has been conceptualized as an important determinant of behaviour. 


Considerable attention has been paid by psychologists to ecology of people as a major 
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determinant of human behaviour (Barker, 1968; Porteous, 1977; Wicker, 1979). Barker 


(1968) has stressed to the role of ecological psychology in lieu of “psychological ecology” 


(Lewin, 1951). A related term is environmental psychology, which focuses on the 


interpersonal processes as a mediator of environment on an individual while ecological 


psychology refers to the collective processes by which groups adapt to the physical and 


social resources available in the environment (Stokols, 1978). 


Following Bronfenbrenner’s (1974) model for making policies about child welfare, 


Sinha (1982) developed an ecological model to study the effects of poverty on human 


behaviour, According to this model, an individual's ecology, comprising physical and socio- 


cultural settings, consista of two layers, viz. upper and supporting layers. 


a) 


b) 


Physical space and materials, social roles and relationships of the child vis-à- 
vis other people, and his/her activities are the three characteristics of the upper 
layer. 

The supporting layer subsumes of geographical as well as physical 
environment, and institutional setting with special reference to caste, class, 


available opportunities, and facilities as well as amenities. 


The factors of two layers are embedded with one another. While applying this model 


to the condition of poverty and deprivation, Sinha observed that the ecology of lower socio- 


economic group is characterized by — 


(i) 

(ii) 
(iii) 
(iv) 
(v) 


(vi) 


Over-crowded neighbourhood, 

Meagre civic amenities, 

Caste and class differences, 

Poor and deficient housing, 

Inferiority and discriminations which they still experience in various social 
relationships, 

Inadequate schooling facilities available to them, mainly because of poverty 


and indifference of their family towards getting them educated. 


The first three characteristics may be regarded as the "surrounding/supporting later" 


and the last three may be regarded as the “visible/upper layer". А 


Inadequate 
Schooling 
Facilities 


Poor & Deficient мны deo 
Housing ٠ таа { 
Discrimination 


Upper or Visible Layer 


Surrounding or Supporting Layer 


Over-Crowded 
Neighborhood 


Meager Civic 
Amenities 


Caste/ Class 
Differentiation 


Psychological Consequences of Culture of Poverty and Deprivation: 
Research has documented various cognitive, motivational and affective consequences 
of poverty and deprivation. 


i Energy Physical 
Level Build 


Interpretation Feeling 
of 8 Towards 
People аа Parents 
erspective 
Towards < 
Self Siblings 


Reaction 
to Stress 
& Uncertainty 


Hobbies, 
Aptitudes & 1 
Interests 


a) Intelligence — Poverty, low income and deprivation negatively affect 
intelligence. This has been supported Бу: several studies done in India and 
abroad. 
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b) 


с) 


9) 


е) 


8) 


h) 


Creativity — Most the related studies show a negative association between 
deprivation and creativity. Home and school environment of the deprived 
children is usually not conducive of fostering creativity. 

Linguistic Ability — There is a good number of Support to suggest that 
restricted environment and poor ecology have bad effect on the development 
of linguistic abilities and communication skills. 

Self-Concept – Lower class and disadvantaged individuals have poor self- 
concept. This may be due to their faulty child rearing practices and poor 


family environment. 


Adjustment — Poverty and deprivation adversely affect adjustment 


“mechanism, personal adequacy and adaptive behaviour. This phenomenon 


seems to happen due to lack of education, crowding and lack of privacy, 
familial conflicts, and low self-concept. 

Anxiety - Poor people have intense anxiety and feeling of insecurity. This 
fact may be due to depression experience, insecurity of fulfilling primary 
needs, and unsupportive climate in school for poor children. 

Motivation — Poverty stricken and deprived persons are characterised by high 
need for absent, high fear and low need for achievement. 

Level of Aspiration — Generally, the poor persons have low level of 
aspiration. The factors like belief system, socialization and social conditions 


seem to underlie this phenomenon. 
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Problem, Method and Procedure 


Problem, Method and Procedure 


Origin of the research problem: 


| At present, we are floating with the wave of globalization, modernization and 


pi revolution in information technology. But, in fact, we are not paying proper attention to 


T preserve our age old culture and heritage. As a result, modern acculturation has led our 


7 culture to the verge of ruin. Therefore, the time has come to examine our achievements as 


well as failure and to renew our endeavour to protect our cultural heritage. However, the 


problem of preservation is multidimensional, At first, we have to diagnose the aetiology of 


the problem on scientific footings, and then only the measures may be formulated to protect 


it. 


a) 


b) 


с) 


Objectives of the Present Research — 


The study is designed to achieve the following objectives: 


Broad Objective – 


To explore the impact of modernization, globalization and 


revolution in information technology on our cultural and traditional 


heritage as a whole 


Specific Objectives — 


(i) 


(ii) 


(iii) 


To discern the psychological, social, economic, and 
environmental causes of non-adherence of the traditional 
cultural and ritual practices in our country pin pointedly. 

To draw some specific conclusions to take adequate measure to 
protect our cultural and traditional heritage - 

To observe the difference in cultural taste among different age 
group and hence, to detect the “Cultural Revolution” already 


took place here 


Specific Object of this Pilot Study - 


Before launching the actual study on the broad perspective in 


this “Pilot Study” only a specific type of culture of a tribal community 


has been considered. This is solely due to the scarcity of fund available 


until now, but all of the objectives, stated, has been fulfilled in a 


miniature form, 


Method: 


Present study is a quasi longitudinal in nature and it has been carried 


out through descriptive survey method within ex-post-facto research design. 


The details regarding sample, tools, procedure of data collection and statistical 


technique are reported as under: 


• Sample: 


* 


Source – 


Tribal Areas of Nadia district of West Bengal 


Sampling Technique – 


A culture area is a geographical area exhibiting closely similar 


patterns. In the present study district Nadia (West Bengal) was 


divided into the three culture areas — 


a) 
b) 
с) 


Urban, 
Rural, and 
Remote Rural 


Hence, “Stratified Random Sampling Technique” was 


adopted in the present study. 


a) 


Urban — 

Kalyani, a town of education and culture was 
considered as urban area in the present study. Due to 
geographic position and socio-political. reason the 
consequences of partition of Bengal have influenced the 
structure of population of Kalyani Township, a planed 
city. There are slam and pavement dwellers (landless 
people mainly migrated from Bangladesh) and tribal 


communities (original inhabitants). Those are the 


majority of the poor portion of the population. Kalyani 
is actually a city of education and culture — there are 
several educational as well as cultural institutions 
(including two universities also) in this town. However. 
the poor population is actually plunged into the 
darkness of economic, educational and cultural poverty. 
It is just like the darkness under the lamp. 
b) Rural — 
Haringhata, a rural belt mainly, but nearer to Kalyani 
and Kolkata, was considered as rural area in this study. 
с) Remote Rural – 
Karimpur, a Bangladesh border area very far from 
Kalyani and Krishnagore (the district town of Nadia), 
was taken as remote rural area in the present study. 
* Sample Characteristics — 
Tribal people of different age group was considered: 
(i) Age Group 60years and above 
(ii) 50 to below 60 years 
(iii) 40 to below 50 years 
(iv) 30 to below 40 years 
(У) 20 to below 30 years 
(vi) 10 to below 20 years 
* Sample Size – 
The distributions of sample size in different age groups and in 
different areas are shown in the following table (Table —9.1). 
• Procedure of the Study: 
The study was carried on in different phases – 
a) In the first phase open-end interviews of some respondents, 


selected from all of the said age groups, was taken regarding 


|| 


Table - 2.1: Showing the Distribution of Sample Size in Different Age 


Groups and in Different Areas 


Female | Male 
10 to « 20 Yrs 19 uci 


Remote Rural 


Age Group 


Female Female 


22 
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b) 


c) 


d) 


e) 


Cultural and Ritual activities, Social Customs. Social 
Institutions etc. prevalent in the society. In course of 
interviewing their satisfaction and dissatisfaction regarding the 
acculturation of “Modern Times” was also considered 
Different dimensions were extracted by the analysis of the 
content of the records of the interviews. In this work, experts 
from different fields such as Sociology, Psychology, Folklore, 
and Education etc. were consulted. 

Type of Dwelling House, Facilities in House, Utensils 
Used, Household Furniture, Water Supply Facilities, Lighting 
Facility, Household Gadgets, Perceived Family Income 
Sufficiency, Family Wealth, Arrangement for Food, Type 
Food, Food Quantity, Clothing, Number of Dresses, Age of 
School Entry, Educational Qualification, Socio-Cultural 
Experiences, Drainage System, Toileting Facilities in House, 
etc. 
Semi-Structured “Interview Schedule” in questionnaire: form 
was framed considering the dimensions extracted so far. 
Interviews of all of the respondents were taken with the help о! 
“Interview Schedule”, framed. In this phase to establish rapport 
with the respondents different cultural programme, was 
arranged locally with the help of the inhabitants of that locality. 
Qualitative and quantitative analysis of the “Interview 


Schedule" was done and data were extracted. 


Analysis of the Collected Data: 


Collected data were analyzed statistically and inference has 


been drawn from there. Results and discussions are presented in 


different subsequent chapters. 
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Economic Sufficiency and из Predictors 


Economic Sufficiency and its Predictors 


Overall development of a country depends largely to the perceived economic 
sufficiency of its people. From independence, India has made remarkable success in various 
spheres by the introduction of five years plans. But she has yet to travel a long distance to 
make living better here, particularly in economic sufficiency of the poor section. Their access 
to resources and participation to the nation-building activities are urgently necessary. 

Thus, economic sufficiency is the prime need of the day for a country like India 
where a sizable portion of the total population lives below subsistence level. The real growth 
of Indian economy, therefore, lies in the emancipation of poor masses from the conditions of 
object poverty in which they have been living for centuries. 

Influence of *Modernization and Urbanization", *Globalization and Revolution in 
Information Technology" and "Generation Gap" on perceived economic sufficiency of the 
tribal people of Nadia district (West Bengal, India) was our primary objective of this pilot 
study. In this study, we tried to remain biased free and to utilize different views of different 
disciplines to understand the problems of tribal culture to survive. We also wanted to 
formulate a strategy to protect and promote tribal culture by alleviating or controlling 
problem of poverty and deprivation. 

Method of Study: 

Regression analysis method was employed here in this study. Regression analysis is 
the statistical methodology for predicting values of one or more response (dependent) 
variables from a collection of predictors (independent) variable values. It can also be used for 
assessing the effects of the predictor variables on the response. 

Variables: 

In the present study, we employed a number of variables to predict perceived 


economic sufficiency. These variables were – 


51. №. 
| 


2 
3 
4 
5 
6 


Variables SI. No. Variables 

Perceived Economic Sufficiency 7 Lighting Facilities, 
Household Furniture 8 Clothing Types, 
Number of Dress Used 9 Household Wealth, 
Quantity of Food 10 Types of Foods, 

Dwelling House 11 Facilities in Residence, i 
Utensils Used 12 Water Supply Facilities, and 


13 Household Gadgets 


Attribution Research: 


Research on attribution to the cause of poverty and deprivation is concerned more 


with the perceived causes rather than with the actual causes. The way, people attribute to the 


causes of different events, determines their behaviour or reaction towards those events 


(Pandey, et al, 1982). In the present study “Attribution Research”, technique was applied. To 


assess the variables (economic sufficiency as dependent, and others independent variables to 


predict economic sufficiency) we put emphasis to the perceived condition as reported by the 


respondents. 


Assessment Technique of the Variables: 


A semi-structured interview schedule was framed to assess the variables. Here is a 


short description of the questionnaire. 


(i) To know the “Perceived Economic Sufficiency” of the respondents 
we put the direct question to each of the respondents - “Is your family 
income sufficient?” and they were asked to say “Yes” or “Not” as their 
responses. We adopted “0” or “1” technique to assign numerical 
values to the responses. 

(ii) To know the number of “Household Furniture” they used we 
presented a list and asked each individual to put tick mark/s on the 
item/s s/he possessed. Here, a summated rating technique was adopted 
to assign numbers against the responses. Following was list of items 


and their numerical weights: 


(iii) 


(iv) 


Serial Number Numerical Weight’ Items 


1 | Ма 

2 2 Improvised Cot 

3 2 Chair 

4 2 Table 

5 3 Sofa 

6 3 Almirah 

7 4 Cot 
Total 17 


To know the “Number of Dresses Used", we asked each individual to 
respond to a multiple choice type question —“In question of number of 
dresses you use, choose an item from the following list, which is most 


appropriate for you and put a tick mark on it" 


Serial Number Numerical Weight Items 
| | Very Limited 
2 2 Average 
3 3 Sufficient 


To assign numerical values against the responses 1 — 3 rating 


scale was used. 


To know the *Quantity of Food" they may consume, we asked each 
individual to respond to a multiple choice type question —"In question 
of quantity of food you get to consume, choose an item from the 
following list, which is most appropriate for you and put a tick mark 


on it" 


(и) 


Зепа! Митбег Numerical Weight" Items 
1 1 Uncertain to Procure 
2 2 Hand to Mouth 
3 3 Sufficient 
To assign numerical values against the responses ] - 3 


rating scale was used. 

To know the type *Dwelling House" they lived in, we asked each 
individual to respond to a multiple choice type question -"In 
question of dwelling house you live in, choose an item from the 
following list, which is most appropriate for you and put a tick 


mark on it". 


Serial Number Numerical Weight" Items 
1 0 Thatched Hut 
2 1 Thatched Mud House 
3 2 Mud House with Metal (Tin) Коог 
4 3 House Built with Brick and Mud 
5 4 Partially Brick-Built & Partially Mud House 
6 5 Brick-Built House 


To assign numerical values against the responses 0 - 5 
rating scale was used. 
To know the types of “Utensils Used” they used we presented a 
list and asked each individual to put tick mark/s on the item/s s/he 
possessed. Here, a summated rating technique was adopted to 


assign numbers against the responses. Following was list of items 


and their numerical weights: 
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(vii) 


(viii) 


Serial Number Numerical Weight” Items 
l 0 Earthen 
2 l Ceramic 
3 2 Stainless Steel 
4 2 Aluminium 
5 3 Brass and Bell-metal 
Total 8 


To know the type “Lighting Facilities” they enjoy in their residence, 
we asked each individual to respond to a multiple choice type 
question —"[n question of lighting facilities in your dwelling house you 
live in, choose an item from the following list, which is most 


appropriate for you and put a tick mark on it" 


Serial Number Numerical Weight Items 
| | Kerosene lamp 


2 2 Electricity 


То assign numerical values against the responses | — 2 rating 
scale was used. 
To know the type “Clothing Types" they use, we presented a list and 
asked each individual to put tick mark/s on the item/s s/he possessed. 
Here, a summated rating technique was adopted to assign numbers 


against the responses. Following was list of items and their numerical 
1 


weights: 
Serial Number Numerical Weight" Items 
| | Ordinary Cotton 
2 2 Synthetic and Others 
Total 3 
20 
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(ix) 


(x) 


(xi) 


To know the number of “Household Wealth” they used we presented 
a list and asked each individual to put tick mark/s on the item/s s/he 
possessed, Here, a summated rating technique was adopted to assign 
numbers against the responses. Following was list of items and their 


numerical weights: 


Serial Number Numerical Weight" Items 
1 1 Goat, Hen, Pig etc. 
2 1 Deposited Money 
3 2 Cow, Buffalo etc. 
Total 4 


To know the type “Types of Foods” they consume, we asked each 
individual to respond to a multiple choice type question “In question 
of types of clothing you use, choose an item from the following list, 


which is most appropriate for you and put a tick mark on it" 


Serial Number Numerical Weight’ [tems 
1 | Rice and Dal 
2 2 Rice, Dal and Fish 
3 3 Rice, Dal, Fish and Meat 


То assign numerical values against the responses | — 3 rating 
scale was used, 
To know the number of “Facilities in Residence” they enjoy in their 
residence, we presented a list and asked each individual to put tick 
mark/s on the item/s s/he possessed. Here, a summated rating 
technique was adopted to assign numbers against the responses. 


Following was list of items and their numerical weights: 
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(xii) 


(xiii) 


Serial Number Numerical Weight" Items 


1 | Open Courtyard 


2 | Мегапда 

3 2 Doors and Windows 

4 2 Drawing Room 

5 3 Sufficient Room 
Total 9 


To know the type “Water Supply Facilities” they enjoy, we 
presented a list and asked each individual to put tick mark/s on the 
item/s s/he possessed. Here, a summated rating technique was adopted 
to assign numbers against the responses, Following was list of items 


and their numerical weights: 


1 


Serial Number Numerical Weight" Items 
1 | Well 
2 2 Tube-well 
3 3 Hand Pump 
4 4 Electric Pump 
Total 10 


To know the number of “Household Gadgets” they used we presented 
a list and instructed each individual to put tick mark/marks on the 
item/items s/he possessed. Here, a summated rating technique was 
adopted to assign numbers against the responses. Following was list of 


items and their numerical weights: 
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Serial Number Numerical Weight’ Items 


Bicycle 

| Van-rickshaw 

| Radio 
Television 

Cooking Gas 


Refrigerator 
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Computer 
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8 
Total 19 


Motorcycle 


* Note: “Numerical Weights" were determined by expert judges and to do the 
same paired comparison method was adopted. 


Regression Equation: 
With the help of SPSS 10.0 software, regression analysis was done in “stepwise” 
method. The result is exhibited in table — 3.1. 
We can formulate the following Regression Equation with the help of the result of 
table —3.1 (Model — 4): 
'=- 0.587 + 0.03896 x Х + 0.173x X + 0.161x X 3 + 0.04289х X4 
Dependent Variable — 
Perceived Economic Sufficiency (Y) 
Independent variables — 
Followings were the independent variables of the present study 
(i) Household Furniture (Ху) (ii) №. of Dress Used (X 2) 


(iii) Quantity of Food (X 3) (iv) Dwelling House (X4) 


Strategy: 
To protect the culture and heritage, we have to maintain and augment the standard of 
living of the tribal people. To raise the standard on living of a section of people their feeling 


of “Economic Sufficiency” should be increased. 


Table – 3.1: Showing Ше Results of Regression Analysis (Dependent Variable is 
“Economic Sufficiency”) 


Un-standardized Std.  |Standardized 


Model Predictors Coefficients Error | Coefficients t Sig. 
> В В 
| -7.616Е-02 0.021 -3.565 | 000 | 
1 Household Furniture 7.402E-02 0.003 0.685 23.843 | .000 | 


-11.185 | 000 
2 Household Furniture 5.556Е-02 0.003 0 16.524 | .000 | 
No. of Dress Used 0.250 0.024 0.328 10.534 | .000 | 


[ — (Constant) ______-0.619 — [ 008 [ — 12.784 | 000 | 
3 | Household Furniture | __4.8396-02 | 0.003 | 0.448 | 13.930 | .000 | 
[ No. of Dress Used | 0.1822 | 0.026 | 0238 | 7.100 | 000 | 
[ QuantityofFood | — 0.181 | 0.030 | 0209 | 6124 | .000 | 


[ (Constant) | 5057 | 0048 | [412435] .000 | 
Household Furniture | — 3.896E-02 | 0.004 | 0.360 | 9.550 | .000 | 

No. of Dress Used 0.173 [ 0.025 | 0227 | 6828 | .000 | 

| Quantity of Food | 0.161 | 0.030 0.186 5.464 | .000 | 
Dwelling House 4.289E-02 0.010 0.153 | 4264 | .000 | 

[ (Constan) | 50454 — | 008 | 78 
[Household Furniture | 43778.02 | 0.004 | 0405 | 10.410 | .000 | 
No. of Dress Used 0.167 [ 0025 | 0219 | 6.656 | .000 | 

5 0.202 5.966 | .000 
4-02 0.010 0.172 
Utensils Used -3.499E-02 0.009 -0.120 -4.033 | .000 
Constant -0.538 0:068. Is 07856۷٣ 
Household Furniture 3.851E-02 | 0004 | 0.356 | 8.928 | .000 | 

[ No.ofDressUsed | 016 — | 0.025 | 0217 [| 6692 | 000 | 

6 Quantity of Food 
Dwelling House 4.685E-02 0. | 0.168 [| 4.740 | 000 | 

-0.139 — | -4.678 | .000 
4.407 | .000 | 

[ Са __| 038 | 0080 [| — [4235] 000 | 
[Household Furniture | 3.846E-02 | 0.004 | 0356 [9007 | .000 | 
No. of Dress Used 0.207 0.027 0.271 7.703 | .000 

7 © aantityofFood_ | 0.144 | 0.030 | 0.166 [4872 | 000 | 
[Dwelling House | 4650-02 | 000 | 0.166 | 4.152 | 000 | 


000 
[ Lighting Facilities | 0.133 0030 | 0.142 | 4.450 | .000 | 
Clothing Types — | -0.155 0.041 -0.107 __| -3.754 | .000 
(Constant) | [ 000 | 


[но 0 

[ Dressno. | 0.203 0.027 | 0.266 | 7.626 | .000 | 
Г QuanttyofFood | 0.141 | 0029 | 0162 | 4,801 | .000 | 

8 [ Dwelling House | 4874602 | 0.010 | 0.174 | $023 | .000 | 
Г Utensils Used | __-4.001Е-02 | 0.008 |: -0.138 | -4.725 | .000 
[ Lighting Facilities | 0.127 0.030 4.290 | .000 

в Тур 0.041 | -0.123 [4.318 | 000 | 
[Household Wealth | 5.240E-02 | 004 | 0102 [3.777 | 000 | 


[ (Constant) | _ 84 0.080 | ___ [-3556| 000 
3.439E-02 
No. of Dress Used | 0213 — | 0027 | 0279 | 7,969 | .000 | 
Г QuantityofFood | 0169 | 0031 | 0.95 | $454 | 000 
, 
[Utensils Used | — 39556:02 | 0008 | -0.136 | 4693 | 000 
3.992 | 000 
Г TypesofFoods | 6.300602 | 0023 | 0.091 __| -2.700 | 007 | 


NI 


` Table – 3.1(a): Showing Ше Excluded Variables in Results of Regression Analysis 
(Dependent Variable – “Economic Sufficiency”) 


' 5 Beta In Partial 


| ? | Facilities in Residence | 0.036 | 1.31! [0.190 | 0.052 | 
| [Water Supply Facilities | -0.036 | -1.259 | 0.209] -0.050 
| | Household Gadgets 0.069 1.679 10.094 | 0.067 


Co-linearity جو‎ 
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Table —3.1(b): Showing Model Summary of Regression Analysis 
Dependent Variable – Economic Sufficiency 
Predictors — Constant, Dwelling House, No. of Dress Used, 
Quantity of Food, and Household Furniture 


Std, Error Change Statistics 


R Estimate | Change | Change Change 
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The theory of human motivation states that needs of a person are arranged in a 
hierarchical order (Maslow, 1970). In ascending order they are — 

a) Physiological Needs, 

b) Safety Needs, 

с) Needs for L”,e and Belongingness, 

d) Esteem Needs, and 

e) Need for Self-Actualization 

The first two types of needs are termed as deficient motives and the others are growth 
needs. Deficient motives are urgent determiners of behaviour and their absence produces 
illness (Maslow, 1967). In addition, relative gratification of deficient motives is essential for 
development of growth needs. 

Usually, the deficient needs of the poor and deprived are not properly gratified and 
consequently, their further development of growth needs and personality as a whole becomes 
restricted. In India, a good number of people suffer from hunger, malnutrition and lack of 
socio-economic security. 

In our study it is very significant that to feel economically sufficient the tribal people 
only needed some household furniture, sufficient dresses to wear, sufficient quantity of food 
to eat and dwelling house to live. They did not bother about the utensils they use, lighting 
facilities they enjoy in their houses, types of clothing they wear, household wealth they had 
and types of food they could consume. Therefore, their needs were very basic. Again, 
primitive simplicity was still prevailing there. Their culture was far behind from complex 
corporate life. 

а) Remote Rural Areas: 

Prevailing Position [Tables - 3.1(c), 3.1(d), 3.1(e) and 3.1(f)] – 

(i) Majority of the people possessed only a mat to sleep on (i.e., 
1.79+1.06 in 0 — 17 scale) as household furniture. 

(ii) They had to depend on others or owned very limited number of 


dresses to wear (i.e., 1.66+0.49 in 0 — 3 scale). 


b) 


(iii) 


(iv) 


(У) 


In case of quantity of food to consume, either they faced 
uncertainty in procuring food or hand to mouth condition (i.e., 
1.02+0.41 in 0 – 2 scale). 

Majority of them dwelled in “Thatched Hut” (i.e., 0.14+0.34 in 
0 — 5 scale). 


Their perceived economic sufficiency was simply zero. 


Level of Aspiration [Table — 3.2] — 


Rural Areas: 


If 

(1) their household furniture could be raised to 3 (i.e., mat 
plus improvised cot); 

(ii) their number of dresses could be raised from 
insufficient to average (i.e. 2); 

(iii) they could procure sufficient food (i.e. 2); 

(iv) they could dwell in “Houses Built with Brick and 
Mud" (i.e., 3); 

Then 
Their perceived economic sufficiency would be 


0.32628. 


Prevailing Position [Tables – 3.1(c), 3.1(d), 3.1(e) and 3.1(f)] – 


() 


(ii) 


(iii) 


(iv) 


Majority of the people possessed average number of household 
furniture (i.e., 5.36+1.06 in 0 — 17 scale). | 
They had тоге or less sufficient number of dresses to wear 
(1.е., 2.25+0.49 in 0 – 3 scale). 

They could procure more or less sufficient food to consume 
(i.e., 1.48+0.41п 0 – 2 scale). 

Majority of them dwelled in “Thatched Mud House" (i.e.. 
1.64+0.34 in 0 – 5 scale). 


с) 


(у) Their perceived economic sufficiency was 0.33+0.58, and that 


was better than remote rural areas. 


Level of Aspiration [Table - 3.2] – 


и 
(i) 
(ii) 
(iii) 
(iv) 


Then 


Urban Areas: 


their household furniture could be raised to 7; 

their number of dresses would be sufficient (i.e. 3); 
they could procure sufficient food (i.e. 2); 

they could dwell in *Houses Built with Brick and 
Mud" (i.e., 3); 


Their perceived economic sufficiency would be 
0.65512. 


Prevailing Position [Tables — 3.1(c), 3.1(d), 3.1(e) and 3.1(f)] - 
(i) Majority of the people possessed a good number of household 
furniture (i.e., 7.33+4.94 in 0 – 17 scale). 


(ii) They had more or less sufficient number of dresses t0 wear 


(i.e., 2.51+0.60 in 0 — 3 scale). 


(vi) They could procure more or less sufficient food to consume 
(i.e., 1.85+0.38 in 0 — 2 scale). 


(iii) ^ Majority of them dwelled in “Thatched Mud House" (i.e., 
2.33+1.76 in 0 – 5 scale). 


(iv) Their perceived economic sufficiency was 0.51+0.52. 


Level of Aspiration [Table - 3.2] – 


If 
() 


(i) 


their household furniture could be raised 1010 (i.e., mat 
plus improvised cot); 
their number of dresses could be raised from 


insufficient to average (i.e. 3); 
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"Table — 3.1(d): Showing Descriptive Statistics of No. of Dresses Used of Total Sample 
Drawn form Remote Rural, Rural & Urban Areas 


All Total 


Remote Rural 


No. of Dresses 
Used 


[1j] УЫ ДЕЕ | 65 | 101] 48 [343] 3 7 
| Average | 372 | 576] 91 | 650] 183 | 723 | 99 | 39.1 | 

Sufficient : 

|. 646 __| 100.0 | 


100.0 253 


Table -3.1(e): Showing Descriptive Statistics of Quantity of Food of Total Sample 
Drawn form Remote Rural, Rural & Urban Areas 


83.6 


— | —- = | 


5 


0 
M 
| 
1 


سس تہ 


tSc 


LE 


asnoy pn] Ап 


mgng Apenaeq 
pny pue 
€ 


зона чим ng osnog 


300% (ит) 
[зә] YIM әѕпоң pny | Z 


asnog PN роцззецј, B 
аң рачозеча. 8 
әѕпон Jo sədÁ L 
1830], ПУ 


Seory WIN 29 [emy emy әдошәу шој имел ailê [8101 jo asnoy Затем а Jo sonsne]s oAnduoseq Зшмочв :(J)T'€ — AQEL 


зиээлэ4 | КопопЬолд | зпозлод | АэцэпБэля | WVHA 


89011877 


ела Тело ојошом 


РЯ 9999 RRL 


СА) 


г 


АКзпотоујп5 
в TSOFISO | ZISS90 | 8SOFEEO | 890 00:0 зишопоза | UOMO 
X) 
3snoH 
r OL IFEET Е ve 0+p9 I € ۲٢0۳۱:0۱ Зшиэма 
20007 
poo jo 
| £ 8۲:081 2 1ў`0+8ў`1 © 1ў`0+©0`1 | Amuend 
€ | 090+16С € 6v 0FSTT С 6t 0F99 I 
aınyıuıng 5лодотрол4 
EES убУ+ЕС/ L 9013966 € 90 1F6L 1 | pioussnoH 
OF A GFW (оғ И) 
поцепіѕу | uonisoq | uonesdsy | uonisod uoyendsy | uonisoq 
Jo PAT зповол4 jo PA» 3095914 jo pag | 1195914 SO9[QELIE A 


08001 jeany [елам ојошом 


Sealy шәләр ш попашо Jo зопјед Surpuodso110;) ә) pue $101отрэл4 IY} JO зепјед эЧ BUIMOYS СЕ – AQEL 


PLA АЛА AAAS Mn ہ۸‎ ۸88.۸۹۸۸8۸۸۸۸ А 


г 


PERS COC о ВОО о бообово соевое 


(iii) they could procure sufficient food (i.e. 2); 

(iv) they could dwell in “Partially Brick-Built & Partially 
Mud House" (i.e., 4); 

Then 


Their perceived economic sufficiency would be 0.8148. 


Therefore, to increase the perceived economic sufficiency much effort might not be 


put, at the first phase. Therefore, it was the high time to initiate the strategy towards proper 


direction; other wise our heritage would perish with hunger. 


Cultural Impact of — 


a) 


b) 


Modernization and Urbanization: 

The impact of modernization and urbanization on the feeling of 
economic sufficiency was very vivid. Any one can observe this by going 
through the tables in this chapter. 

Globalization and Revolution in Information Technology: 

Globalization and revolution in information technology have brought 
the world to a new frontier. List of priority items (1.е., independent variables) 
in predicting perceived economic sufficiency (i.e., dependent variable) were 
“Household Furniture”, “Number of Dress Used”, “Quantity of Food”, and 
“Dwelling House”. From this list, we observe that “Household Furniture” 
occupied the top position and “Dwelling House” was placed relatively at the 
lower position in the hierarchy. More over, in case of use of utensils their 
traditional habit shifted from earthen bowl to stainless steel pots and plates. In 
using varieties clothing and dress materials and in consuming varieties о! 
types of foods a paradigm shift might be there. 

We may conclude from the facts that there was a mild effect of 
globalization and revolution in information technology on tribal culture. 

As their basic needs were not fulfilled, the tribal people could not even 

think to enter into the luxurious corporate life. They were struggling for 


physical survival and therefore, a sincere effort should be launched to protect 


Ох КАКАСИ 


their lives at first and then only any effort to preserve and promote of cultural 
heritage might bring forth fruit. 
с) Generation Gap: 

Most of the tribal people lived in joint family and their basic needs 
were not fulfilled. They were also rounding by the “cycle of deprivation" 
Therefore, wé"did not get any difference in feeling of economic sufficiency 
among the different age groups under the study. 

Jordon (1974) has coined the term “cycle of deprivation” to point out 
that deprivation persists from generation to generation. The deprived offspring 
become the parents of deprive offspring in future. The cycle of deprivation 
has detrimental consequences for physical and intellectual well-being ot 
individuals because of which they are not able to cope with their plight and 
again fall into the pit of poverty. 

The cycle of deprivation refers that because of their conditions of 
deprivation and poverty, the poor are not able to bring about those changes in 
their lives, which accompany economic betterment and higher quality of life. 

It appears from our discussion that the poverty of tribal people especially in remote 
rural areas were very intense. Remote rural people, mainly, were trapped with the vicious 
circle of poverty. Because of their severe poverty and deprivation, the tribal people might not 
be able to bring about any changes in their life styles. In the subsequent chapters, we would 


try to X-ray the fact of culture of deprivation and to explore the effect of vicious circle 0! 


poverty. 
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Occupational Structure 


А 
The occupation is an important factor for determining the economic sufficiency of an 


individual. Present chapter gives the picture of the occupational structure of the tribal 
population under study. 

Occupational Profile: 

The work participation rate (total workers as percentage of total population) of 
“Scheduled Tribe” population is 49.30%, which is much higher than for general population 
(37.46%). This is primarily due to very high participation rates among "Scheduled Tribe" 
women. In case of males, the work participation rate of "Scheduled Tribe" population is 
54.74%, which is somewhat higher than that of the total population (51.55%). However, the 
female work participation rate among "Scheduled Tribe" is 43.71% as against 22.25% for the 
total population of the country. 

In the present study, we observed that there were eight categories of jobs in which the 
tribal population in Nadia district of West Bengal were engaged mainly. These were — 

| Marginal Cultivator 5 Business 

2 Small Cultivator 6 Government Service 
3 Agricultural Labour 7 Students 
4 Rickshaw Puller 8 Other Miscellaneous Activities 

The tribal population was mainly engaged in agriculture as landless labours (24.2%) 
and in other miscellaneous activities such as housework, handicraft, different part time jobs. 
gardening etc. etc. (41.4%). Table -4.1 exhibits the occupational structures of the tribal 


population as a whole irrespective of regional variations. 


Regional Variations: 
There were regional variations in occupational structures among the population as a 


whole and among the “Scheduled Tribe” population in particular. In the present study, we 


have put our sincere effort to discern the job structure of the tribal population particularly 
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Let us look at the picture as drawn in the present study to observe the difference among the 
different geographic region of Nadia district of West Bengal. 
a) Remote Rural Areas — 

In remote rural areas, the tribal population was mainly engaged in agriculture as 
landless labours (68.6%) and in other miscellaneous activities such as housework, handicraft. 
different part time jobs, gardening etc. etc. (30%). Table - 4.2 shows the occupational 
structures of the tribal population of remote rural areas as a whole and in different age groups 


also. 
In remote rural areas, tribal female population was mainly engaged in agriculture as 
landless labours (41.7%) and in other miscellaneous activities such as housework, handicraft. 


different part time jobs, gardening etc. etc. (55%). There was very small number of students 


among tribal females. 

Remote rural male tribal people was mainly engaged in agriculture as landless labours 
(81.37%) and in other miscellaneous activities such as housework, handicraft, different part 
time jobs, gardening etc. etc. (18%). In our sample no students was observed in tribal males. 

Due to economic insufficiency and other hardship, males might be forced to be 
engaged in agriculture as labour from very beginning of their adolescents. In early years ot 
their adolescents (10 to 20 Years), some males did part time agricultural and activities 
(18.8%). 

b) Rural Areas — 

In rural areas, tribal people were engaged mainly in agriculture as landless labours 
(281.8%), as marginal cultivators (4%), small cultivators (7.5%), and in other miscellaneous 
activities such as housework, handicraft, different part time jobs, gardening etc. etc, (40.1%) 
and Govt. Service (7.5%). There were comparatively larger number of students among tribal 
inhabitants (19%). Table —4.3 shows the occupational structures of the rural tribal population 
as a whole and in different age groups also. 

Rural tribal females did other miscellaneous activities such as housework, handicraft, 


different part time jobs, gardening etc. etc. mainly (65.6%) and a good percent (17.6%) was 
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going to schools or colleges as students. Very small numbers were marginal cultivators. 
small cultivators, agricultural labours, government service holders. 

In rural areas, tribal males were agricultural labours largely (37.8%). They also did 
other miscellaneous activities such as handicraft, different part time jobs, gardening etc. 
(1596) and 10.296 of them were small cultivators and 1190 were government service holders 
A good percent (17.696) was going to schools or colleges as students. Very small numbers 
were marginal cultivators. 1 

с) Urban Areas - 

In Urban areas, tribal people were engaged mainly in miscellaneous activities such a: 
housework, handicraft, different part time jobs, gardening, industrial labour work (skilled or 
unskilled) etc. (4996). A good numbers of individuals were government service holders 
(29.6%). There were also small cultivator (1.6%), agricultural labour (2.0%), rickshaw puller 
(0.496) and business (1.2%). About 16.2% were going to schools or colleges. Table -- 4.4 
shows the occupational structures of the urban tribal population as a whole and in different 
age groups also. 

Urban tribal females did miscellaneous activities such as housework, handicraft. 
different part time jobs, gardening etc. etc. mainly (57.8%) and a good percent (18.196) was 
going to schools or colleges as students. Very small numbers were small cultivators. 
agricultural labours. There was also a good percent (20.796) of government service holders. 

In rural areas, tribal males did miscellaneous activities such as housework, handicraft. 
different part time jobs, gardening, industrial labour activities (skilled and unskilled) etc. etc 
largely (41.6%). A good number of them were government service holders (37.2%). About 
2.9% was agricultural labours, 1.5% was small cultivators, 1.5% was businesspersons and 
0.7% was rickshaw pullers. A good percent (14.6%) was going to schools or colleges as 
students. 

Overall Analysis of the Results: 

From the result of the present study, it is transparent that urbanization has a great 


influence on occupational profile of the tribal population as a whole. Tribal people are 
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normally reluctant to change their traditional habits. However, in Nadia tribes have been 
migrated to and consequently, they were forced to change their primitive culture of the 
woods. As the winds of urbanization blows high, the non-tribal people may change their 
culture and living style at a high speed to cope with. The tribal people have also been 
changing their work culture and life style, but the speed is very slow. In remote rural areas 
tribal population was still depending on the traditional agricultural works, they are mainly 
landless labours in agriculture. As rural development is taking place very rapidly, there were 
other types of job opportunities in rural areas now; non-tribal people also are engaginy 


themselves in that type of jobs. However, tribal people are not ready to accept the change. 


СНАРТЕК - 5 


Educational Status 


Educational Status 


We know education has its own importance and place in almost all societies of the 
world. Therefore, education has always been looked upon as a mean for improvement of 
one’s socio-economic and cultural position in a society and lack of education is a problem, 
which is closely linked with poverty. 

Culture of Poverty and Deprivation vis-a-vis Educational Status: 

Like other aspects of socio-cultural life, educational status of the tribal people is also 
affected by the culture of poverty and the style of ecological adaptation to their deprived 
conditions, The education, economy and other cultural aspects of a society are closel) 
interlinked with one another. A change in any one is apt to bring about changes in the others. 
The educational problems of the tribal people should, therefore, be viewed against the 
background of their culture of poverty and deprivation; and then only any effort to augment 
their educational status would bring forth maximum fruits in minimum possible time and 
efforts, Of all the item in the development programme for the tribes, education is the most 


important as it plays both as the means and as the end of real progress. 
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School Entry and Educational Status: 

From table - 5.1 we can easily observe that as whole 32.4% of the total sample had 
no school-going experience and 67.0 % entered into the school in childhood. The picture was 
somewhat different in different regional settings. Experience of schooling was much lower in 
remote rural areas. In spite of much effort for “Sarba Siksha” (adult & continued education) 
adult schooling was not popular till then among the tribal people. The main reason for this 
picture might be their poor and deprived economic conditions; they were engaged in 
procuring livelihood and could not even think for better living and education. In West 
Bengal, a great impetus has been put for education and especially for primary education and 
awareness has already been generated to encourage the inhabitants to admit their offspring in 
primary schools at very early ages. This picture is reflected in the table - 5.1. 

Literacy rate was not very low among tribal people (67.6% as a whole: from 
table -5.2). It was also different in different regions. Most of the pupils quit the schools 
before completing even primary education and probably for this reason, secondary and 
higher education rates were very low. 

Table - 5.3 shows the educational status of the different age groups of inhabitants of 
different regions. 

There was statistically significant association (correlation) between perceived 
economic sufficiency and educational status (Table - 5.4). However, in predicting perceived 
economic sufficiency educational status had no significant contribution. Mainly because of 
poverty and indifference of their family towards getting them educated inadequate schooling 
facilities were available to the tribal children. 

Probable Reasons for Low Literacy and Educational Status: 

Let us chalk out some causes of low educational status of the poverty stricken tribal 
people: 

a) The tribal boys are called upon to share the economic responsibilities in the 

family at an early age. Therefore, they are forced to quit schools at early 


boyhood. 
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Table –5.1: Showing the Age of School Entry 
(Total Sample Drawn form Remote Rural, Rural & Urban Areas) 


School Entry 
Period 


No Experience 
Adulthood 
Childhood 


` Total 


All Total 


Remote Rural 


Frequency| Percent |Frequeney Percent 
209 32.4 61 43.6 
4 0.6 2 1.4 
433 67.0 TERI 55.0 
646 100.0 140 100.0 


Table — 5.2: Showing the Educational Status 
(Total Sample Drawn form Remote Rural, Rural & Urban Areas) 


Education 


Illiterate 


Primary 


Secondary 


Ru 
Frequency 


80 


ral 
Percent 
31.6 


0.4 


100.0 


All Total Remote Rural Rural Urban 
Percent |Frequency| Percent | Frequency | Percent |Frequeney Percent 


до | ма | 6 


1.4 


140 100.0 


1 43.6 80 
1 50.7 
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Urban 
Frequency, Percent 


68 
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b) 


c) 


d) 


e) 


А 
There аге temporary dropouts during the cultivation and harvesting seasons 


and during festivals also. 

Girls are required to help household matters and sometimes required to earn 
by getting some minor employment in the village. 

Economic inabilities of the parents to meet up the monetary and other 
demands for education of the offspring also contribute to their lov 
achievement in education. 

Low level of education of the parents directly or indirectly affects thc 


educational advancement of their wards. 


Cultural Impact of — 


a) 


b) 


c) 


Modernization and Urbanization: 

The results exhibited in table – 5.1 & 5.2 transpired the effect of 
modernization and urbanization. 

Globalization and Revolution in Information Technology: 

In course of data collection, we were reported that the higher educated 
tribal people left the place for better living and they did not even keep any 
contact with the community. This situation was very prominent in urban areas 
This fact may be the product of the effect of globalization and revolution in 
information technology. 

No computer literacy was reported by the tribal sample. No person 
with technical and medical education was found in the tribally inhabited area 
even in a town like Kalyani, “a town of education”. This fact may also be 
attributed to the effect of migration of the highly educated tribal individual 
from the place of their own community to the locality of the general 
community. 

Generation Gap: 

Table - 5.3 shows the effect of generation gap in education of the 

tribal people. The table clearly indicates that the number of illiterate among 


the older generation were very high in all urban, rural and remote rural areas 
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Table – 5.3: Showing the Educational Status of the Different Age Groups of Inhabitants 
of Different Areas under Study 


| Remote Rural Rural Urban | 

Age Group |Education| Female | Male | Female | Male | Female | Male | 
Percent | Percent | Percent | Percent Percent Percent 

Illiterate | 31.6 31.3 11.1 10.8 17.2 158 “| 

Primary | 579 | 688 | 611 459 | 345 | 261 

10 to < 20 Yrs 10.5 0.0 27.8 43.3 48.3 56.3 

Higher 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 


Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 


Illiterate | 47.6 39.3 20.0 13.8 2.7 


Primary 47.6 53.6 42.9 36.0 24.2 10.8 | 
20 to «30 Yrs | Secondary | 4.8 7.1 40.0 58.6 75.7 


| Higher | 00 | 00 | 0.0 4.0 34 | 108 


Total 100.0 100.0 | 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 


200 | 350 40 
Primary 27.3 73.3 55.0 45.5 27.8 20.0 
30 to < 40 Yrs 333 | 720 
Higher 0.0 BI. | -00 "7. OO 0.0 4.0 
100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 
Illiterate | 60.0 | 72.7 143 
238 
40 to <50 Yrs [Secondary| 00 | 0.0 | 00 | 384 | 150 | 574 
0.0 9.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 4.8 
| Total | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 
Illiterate | 66.7 33.3 90.9 61.5 


Primary 338 66.7 9.1 30.8 8.3 33.3 
ом | 00-[. a тигуу 
Higher 0.0 0.0 | 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 


Total 100.0 | 100.0 100.0 | 


< 60 Yrs Primary 0.0 25.0 0.0 40.0 12.5 30.8 
Secondary 


Table - 5.4: Showing association between Perceived Economic Sufficiency and 
Educational Status 


0.320 


** Correlation is significant at the 0.01 level (2-tailed) 


e 


Оп the other hand, the number of illiterate among the present generation had 
come considerably down for both male as well as female in all urban, rural 
and remote rural areas. 

This fact was possibly due to government's initiatives to bring under 
the umbrella of education through mass education movements like 


“Anganwaries”, “Adult education centres” etc. 
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Socio-Cultural and Religious Life: 


India, a country of conspicuous diversities, is characterised by multifarious facets of 
cultural traits operating by variegated castes, tribes etc. A child of a tribal family may process 
information in altogether different manner as compared to one comes from a family of so 
called higher socio-economic and cultural strata. Thus, there remains place to feel a strony 
need for looking into the cultural context of a person and his society. 

Tribal beliefs subsume “animism” and “polytheism”, the myths and legends provide 
them with sanctions, they workshop all types of spirits whether benevolent or malevolent. 
Their huts, villages, fields and forests are all full of sacred centres. The tribal people eagerly 
wait for the religious festivals. The ancestral spirits claim worship from their descendents. 
They mediate between the tribesmen and the gods. It is also observed that the tribal people 
have blended their beliefs and rituals with other faiths. A very few have adopted “Hinduism” 
from their close neighbours, associates and a role model for centuries. 

Observance of different rituals, mainly on occasion of birth, marriage and death, are 
part of tribal life. The parents, elders and friends help him in acquiring a mate and a marriage 
rite is performed. The marriage songs and dances inspire him to the new conjugal life. The 
visits of relations on the occasion bind him in a close kinship. When the parents reach old age 
and consequently die, this, too, is taken as the spirit’s wish, and the death rites are performed 
to satisfy the deceased for the benefit of the living members of the family. The mythology 
behind the different rites, gods, and deities give tribal people a psychological sanction to lead 
the life as required by the norms of the community. 

Socio-Cultural and Religious Experience: 

To know about the “Socio-Cultural and Religious Experience” we presented a list and 
asked an individual respondent to put tick mark/s on the item/s s/he thought relevant to 
his/her experience. Here, a summated rating technique was adopted to assign numbers 


against the responses. Following was list of items and their numerical weights: 
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Serial Number 
| 
2 
3 
4 
Total 


Numerical Weight 
7 
2 
2 
1 
7 


Items 
Religious Festivals and Rituals 
Cultural Festivals 1 
National Festivals 


Familial Festivals 


* Note: Expert judges determined *Numerical Weights" and to do the same paired comparison 


method was adopted. 


Results on Socio-Cultural and Religious Experience: 


From table — 6.1 and table - 6.2 we observe that tribal people had high socio-cultural 


and religious experiences. There were very little regional variations and generation gaps. 


о . : . n . ۹ . 
There was Ой remarkable effect of modernization, urbanization and globalization also. This 


fact was probably due to their poverty and inability to afford the expenses of modern 


complex corporate life. As they could not fulfil their basic needs so, they could not think о! 


higher needs. 
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Table - 6.1: Showing Descriptive Statistics of Socio-Cultural Experiences 
(Total Sample Drawn form Remote Rural, Rural & Urban Areas) 


Area Minimum Maximum Mean | Std. Deviation 
с 
All Total 0 7 5.45 1.80 
Remote Rural 0 7 5.02 1.41 
Rural 0 7 6.20 1.50 
ES و موا‎ 
Urban 0 7 4.92 2.00 
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Concluding Remarks and Suggestions: 


Pareek (1970) has espoused a general paradigm of social behaviour. According to this 
model, the societal system influences the motivational patterns and reinforcing mechanisms 
of people. The reinforcing mechanisms determine expectancy about social reality and, in 
turn, are determined by it. Motivational pattern and expectancy affect social behaviour of an 
individual and vice versa. ' 

In fact, expectancy theory (Mitchell, 1983; Vroom, 1964) is currently one of the most 
important approaches to understanding work motivation. Individuals work hard only to the 


extent that they believe — 


a) their effort will improve performances, 
b) consequently, their good performances will be rewarded; 
с) above all, they also put value to the reward. 


Therefore, motivation to engage in any activity is a function of expectancy (our belief 
that effort will improve performance), instrumentality (our belief that good performance will 
be recognized and rewarded), and valance (the perceived value of the reward we UNE to 
receive). 

The paradigm of social behaviour may be applied to explain the behaviour of the poor 
and deprived people. The conditions of poverty are conducive to specific kind o! 
socialization and motivational pattern. The motivational pattern of the poor and deprived 
people is characterised by low need for achievement, low need for expectancy but high need 
for dependency. The expectancy of the poor is that of powerlessness. 

To put an effort to uplift the deprived tribal people, the carrier of our cultural 


heritage, we should take measures to - 


a) increase their need for achievement, 
b) increase their need for expectancy, and 
с) decrease their need for dependency. 
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These activities are not so easy. To implement the programme sincere efforts should 
be put. 

Income generation strategy only can decrease the tendency of dependency of the poor 
people, Occupational structure of the inhabitants of the remote rural areas, particularly. 
should be modified; agriculture dependent occupation is not the way to get rid of the culture 
of poverty and deprivation. To generate income age-old folk arts may be revived and its 
marketability may be increased through publicity and dissemination. Animal husbandry. 
poultry firming etc. may also be encouraged and promoted. 

“Participatory Rural Appraisal” technique may be adopted here to study livelihood of 


the tribal people and on the basis of the derived results deprivation and poverty alleviation 


programme may be launched. ٦ 


After attaining а minimum level of economic sufficiency, the tribal would think for 
education and higher needs of Maslow. So, we should look after the basic needs and mere 
material aspects of culture to protect the tribal people, bearer of our traditional cultural 


heritage, from perishing with hunger. Other wise no plan for any type of reservation can 


protect them from ruin. 
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